Treatment decisions in T3N0M0 glottic carcinoma.
To analyze the results of T3N0M0 glottic carcinoma treated with radiotherapy, surgery, or both. The records were retrospectively reviewed of 97 patients with this tumor subsite and stage seen for treatment at the Queensland Radium Institute over a 29-year period. The results for radiotherapy with surgical salvage of failure (XRT/SS) were compared to those with surgery with or without radiotherapy (SURG/SURG+XRT). For those treated initially with radiotherapy alone, the results for different ranges of biologically equivalent doses were compared. These results were compared to those of other published studies. The 5-year disease-specific survival rats for the XRT/SS and SURG/SURG+XRT groups were 50% and 58%, respectively; this difference is not significant. For the XRT/SS group, there was a trend towards improved 5-year recurrence-free survival (73%) and 5-year disease-specific survival (86%) in those treated to a dose equivalent to 60-64 Gy in 2 Gy fractions, when compared with higher or lower dose equivalents. A group of patients with T3N0M0 glottic carcinoma is specified for which the option of radiotherapy offers a similar chance of survival to those treated surgically. More than 50% of the XRT/SS survivors will retain their larynx.